A SCHOOLBOYS CARE
other nation can equal. I have withstood it till not a single man is
willing to come to my assistance, and till the House of Commons
has taken every step but insisting on this faction being by name
elected Ministers.
George was honest in his attempt to find some other solution of
the problem: he knew that the alliance between North and Fox
was an unnatural one which could never endure for any length of
time; and what George wanted to give his country was stable
government. That he was playing a disinterested game is surely
proved by his readiness later to give Pitt a carte blanche? Pitt's
political past contained no evidence of any desire to allow the
Crown to retain that e influence' which die Whig Opposition
maintained it exerted to the detriment of the kingdom: on the
contrary, Pitt had been associated with measures of reform,
which if carried through would diminish considerably the Crown's
influence.
George made no pretence of his dislike of the new Adminis-
tration.1 In the letter which he sent to Temple on April ist he
wrote:
A ministry which I have avowedly attempted to avoid, by calling
on every other description of men, cannot be supposed to have
either my favour or confidence; and as such, I shall most certainly
refuse any honours they may ask for.
His faith in the future, however, was not gone, though it was
badly shaken. In the same letter he continued:
I trust the eyes of the nation will soon be opened, as my sorrow may
prove fatal to my health if I remain long in this thraldom. I trust
you will be steady in your attachment to me, and ready to join
1 The chief members of the North-Fox * Coalition * were:
First Lord of the Treasury: DUKE OF PORTLAND.
Lord President of Council: Viscount Stormont.
Lord Chancellor: Not appointed: the Great Seal was put in commission.
Lord Privy Seal: Earl of Carlisle.
Chancellor of Exchequer: Lord John Cavendish.
Secretary of State [Foreign Affairs] : Mr Charles Fox.
Secretary of State [Home Affairs] : Lord North.
First Lord of Admiralty: Viscount Keppel.
Master-General of Ordnance: Viscount Townshend.
Secretary at War: Colonel Richard Fitzpatrick,
Paymaster-General: Mr Edmund Burke.
Treasurer of the Navy: Mr Charles Townshend.
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland: Earl of Northington.
Attorney-General: Sir James Wallace.
Solicitor-General: Mr John Lee.
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